
 
 
 

Israel and the Vaccination Mandate 
 
 

Israel is reopening and we’re going there!  Our October 2-14, 2021 tour is on and we’re looking forward to 
visiting the land of the Bible. 
 
Currently, to enter Israel, one must be tested for antibodies produce either by a vaccine or recovery from 
COVID.  Whether or not to get vaccinated is a personal decision that each person must make for 
themselves, but as of now, vaccines are required to enter Israel (though the mandate could change if things 
continue to improve).  In light of this, many have asked about vaccines, so the intent is to provide food for 
thought to help you decide. 
 
 In the interest of disclosure, I am generally opposed to putting anything into my body that is not medically 
necessary and may reduce my body’s ability to build its own immunity.  As a habit, I typically avoid 
medication and I don’t take flu shots.  Historically, I have taken pretty good care of my body, and have no 
existing health conditions that put me at elevated risk of severe consequences of COVID.  However, your 
body may be different and/or you may think differently, and that’s okay.  To be hardline one way or 
another does not seem wise, so I believe understanding the pros and cons, and being discerning is the key. 
 
 Statistics are clear: those most 
vulnerable to COVID are people over 
50 and/or those who are obese, who 
have autoimmune deficiencies, who 
have a family history of diabetes or 
cardiovascular disease, and who are 
generally susceptible to the flu and 
similar illnesses.  The lower in age a 
person is, the lower the risk of 
COVID.  To the right, see death rates 
by age in the US, as of April 14, 2021. 
 

 
 



To be clear: COVID is real, and it has taken too many precious lives.  But statistics are also clear: of 545,751 
Americans who have lost their lives to COVID (and other comorbidities), over 30% were over 84 years old, 
and almost 60% were over 74.  More importantly, the US population is roughly 330,000,000, making the 
overall survival rate in America 99.83%!  The raw numbers tell us we should care for older adults and those 
at risk, and that might include getting a vaccination to help fight off the virus.   
 
With nothing at stake, I would likely not get the vaccine. However, the Israel trip is at stake, which left me 
with a huge personal decision.  So, I employed 3 key questions I learned as a child: 1. Will this decision be 
illegal? 2. Will this decision be unethical?  3. What Biblical principles apply to this decision? 
 
There is nothing illegal or unethical about taking or not taking the vaccine, so I quickly moved to question 
#3.  Ultimately, dozens of Biblical principles came to mind, but here are three key ones: 

• The Bible instructs us to care for and glorify God in our bodies, the temple of the Holy Spirit. (1 
Corinthians 6:19-20) Will it do my body harm to take or not to take the vaccine?   

o Answer: Not taking the vaccine may put me at miniscule risk of contracting the virus, but 
taking it may put me at miniscule risk of side effects.  The reality is SARS viruses have been 
around for a long time and research on these types of vaccines have been going on for 
decades…they didn’t just begin research on this!  Actual scientific data (not reports from the 
CDC or WHO or social media “experts”), as well as medical professionals I trust (with no 
ulterior motives) confirmed two things: 1. the vaccine is not necessarily needed by those less 
vulnerable, and 2. the chances of side effects are MUCH LESS than the chances of getting the 
virus itself.  I personally don’t see this principle violated by a decision either way. 

• The Bible commands that we bless Israel.  (Genesis 12:3, Isaiah 40:1-2, Isaiah 60:10-11, Isaiah 62)  
This takes MANY forms and what God has called me to may be very different than what He has 
called you to.  This is my own personal conviction, and, though it might not be for you, it was 
compelling for me.  Physically going to Israel to see, touch, feel and to bless them with my presence, 
and the presence of others, is part of what God has called me to.  I am an ambassador, called to 
share the land with all who will go, so they too may grow in depth of understanding of God’s chosen 
land and God’s chosen people, and the spiritual significance to us as believers.  Deeper 
understanding of God’s plan for both the Jews and for us is vital, and the spiritual gain far outweighs 
the physical concern.  I cannot NOT go there and remain faithful to what God calls me to do.  

• The Bible teaches us not to live in fear.  At least 365 times in Scripture (one for each day!) we are 
told not to be afraid!  If God says something 2-3 times, it is important, yet He warned against fear 
over 350 times!  It is a major theme.  So, does fear enter into the decision? 

o Answer: BOTH sides use fear tactics to push their agenda.  One side tells us we are going to 
get sick or make others sick if we DON’T take the vaccine.  The other side tells us something 
bad might happen to us if we DO take the vaccine.  There are 100’s of videos on both sides 
by “experts” reasoning why we should or should not take the vaccine.  Thanks to those who 
have shared them, but there are not enough hours in the day to watch them, and I am 
honestly beyond the point of being convinced by one side or the other.  I don’t say this to be 
harsh, but rather to point out Biblical truth:  we are not to live in fear.  Let’s turn to God’s 
Word rather than to one more “convincing” video, and let’s not be moved from our full and 
steadfast trust in God and God alone.  He is the same yesterday, today and forever, and He 
will guard and protect us whether we DO or DON’T take a vaccine. 

 
Three quick points before I move to a conclusion: 

1. Taking the vaccine has NOTHING to do with the mark of the beast!  First, the beast (Antichrist) is not 
on the scene yet, and one cannot take the mark of the beast until he arrives.  Secondly, the mark 
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will not be a needlestick with some fatal concoction hidden in it.  Those who take the mark will 
KNOWINGLY take the mark.  No one will be fooled into taking it.  Thirdly, the mark of the beast has 
to do with worship of the beast.  The vaccine has nothing to do with worship.  

2. “No government is going to tell me what to do,” may have some legitimate foundation (I will follow 
Christ, not man), but be careful not to fall into Satan’s trap of rebellion.  Taking a stand is different 
than rebellion.  When we take a stand, we should define what we stand FOR, not so much what we 
stand AGAINST.  Let’s go all out in obedience, not in rebellion!  

3. Our bodies were not created to live forever.  Whether we take a vaccine or not, death is going to 
come at exactly the day and time God has ordained. (Psalm 139:16)  Not a moment sooner or later!  
That doesn’t give us license to be stupid, but it goes along with the propensity to live in fear.  As we 
live to please Him, He blesses our days.  When death comes it will be our coronation day!  We will 
live with Him for eternity.  No shot, or lack thereof, is going to change that fact, and He is not going 
to punish a “wrong” decision about a vaccine by sending a death angel our way!  Rejoice, 
believers…you are in His hands no matter what!  

 
Again, the vaccine is a very personal decision, and one that is to be left to each individual.  There is no 
judgment toward those who do or who do not take a shot.  I simply urge you to move away from fear and 
propaganda and move toward the God of the Bible who is faithful to guide us and to guard us!   
 
I’m praying you find complete peace in your decision! 
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