2019 EXPERIENCE ISRAEL TOUR
Study Guide 9b: Pool of Bethesda
Historical background: The Bethesda Pool, where Jesus

healed the paralytic man in the Gospel of John, is a complex
site. It appears to have been a mikveh, or ritual bath. Chapels
and churches, still visible today, were built over the Bethesda
Pool in subsequent periods of time. The pool is described as
having five porticoes or walkways leading to the pool. The
suggestion of an unusual five-sided pool caused most scholars
to dismiss the pool as something less than an historical fact. Scholars didn't think the pool existed, until
archaeologists found it forty feet below ground, complete with the five porticoes. When this site was excavated,
it revealed a rectangular pool with two basins separated by a wall—thus a five-sided pool—and each side had
a portico. So why a pool with two basins? Pools in Jerusalem, including this pool, were intermittent springs.
Water was released in surges from hidden reservoirs nearby causing these springs to rise and fall suddenly.
The archaeological evidence shows that the southern basin had broad steps with landings, indicating that it
was likely a mikveh. The northern basin provided a reservoir, or otzer, to continually replenish and re-purify the
mikveh with fresh water flowing south through the dam between them (Check out the Digging Deeper section for
more information). The porches mentioned earlier (and vaguely seen in the picture above), were set at various
levels around the pool. At the time Jesus was in Jerusalem, it was a habit of many to gather during feast days
at the Pool of Bethesda (north of Temple Mount) and the Pool of Siloam (south of Temple Mount) to purify
themselves and to seek healing in these public mikvehs. Let’s dig into one of the miracle accounts from the
book of John.

Bible Application: Read: John 5
1. To get your bearings for your visit to Jerusalem and the Pool of Bethesda, find that pool, the Sheep Gate,
and the Pool of Siloam shown on the map. Notice where these pools are in relation to the Temple that was
built there at the time of Jesus (now the Dome of the Rock). Describe the Pool of Bethesda and its location
based on verses 1-2.

2.

Who comes to lay in these colonnades (porches) surrounding the

pool? (v3).

3.

Verse 4 may be missing in your Bible or it may be a footnote

which explains the superstitious belief that the first person to enter the
pool when the waters were stirred up would supposedly be cured of his
or her ailment.
4.

One man was there hoping for healing. How long has he been an

invalid? (v 5) _______________________________.

5. Great crowds of people waited by the pool for the miracle of healing, but out of that crowd Jesus picked one
man to heal that day. Why do you think he chose this man?

6. When you read verse 6, it is clear that Jesus saw the man and also knew that he had been there a long
time. What did Jesus ask the invalid man? __________________________________________________.
7. Does that seem like a strange question to ask a man who has been weak and helpless for so long? We
know that Jesus never asks foolish questions. Why do you think he asked the man this question?

8. Could it be that there was a different kind of healing for this man other than physical healing? The man was
healed, but it was not the water that healed him. Did he know who had healed him (Verses10-12)? _____.
9. How does he figure out that it was Jesus who healed him?

10. When Jesus revealed himself to the healed man, could that have been the moment the man was spiritually
healed? The man went away in verse 15 and what did he do?

11. Because Jesus was breaking the traditions of men by healing on the Sabbath, the Jews were seeking all
the more to

12. As you read to the end of John 5, Jesus clearly reveals that He is the son of God and He shares the Gospel
with all who are listening.

Thanksgiving and Praise: Do we have the faith that God can help us with our problems and even heal us?

Are we helplessly looking for other ways outside of Jesus to find help, like the invalid man who was wishing to
get into the waters of the Pool of Bethesda for healing? He wasn’t expecting to be healed by Jesus, the Son of
God. He didn’t know that on the Sabbath day God would write him into His story, to then be told to others! The
help and healing that Jesus wants to provide for us may look different than we realize. One thing is for certain.
We are supposed to tell God’s story. It should not stay a secret. God is working in us and we need to share the
story that he is writing in our lives.

Digging Deeper:
•
•
•

The Puzzling Pool of Bethesda – A great description of the archeologic findings and interpretations of
Bethesda and how an otzer and mikveh work together for ritual bathing.
6 min. video Pool of Bethesda
Enjoy this 2 min. video about the Pools of Bethesda at Jerusalem Experience.

Keep looking for blessings!

