2019 EXPERIENCE ISRAEL TOUR
Study Guide for 8f: Jerusalem
Historical background: Jerusalem, the capital of ancient

Israel and the center of the nations (Ezekiel 5:5), plays a
major role in the life and history of Israel. In fact, Israel is
God’s story, and Jerusalem bears His signature! God chose
this special dwelling place to engrave His name. (Details
here.) Despite disobedience and even judgment by
floodwaters, at just the right time, He wrote Abraham into His story by bringing him to the land and making an
everlasting covenant with him. God’s promises through Abraham were set in motion! From the beginning of
creation, God wanted His people to have this special piece of land. He not only placed His name on it, but He
is not going to let us forget who He is and how much He loves us. Do you remember (from our study of
Masada), Jesus’s words as He approached Jerusalem on a donkey? The disciples and a multitude of people
were rejoicing and praising God with a loud voice, but some of the Pharisees wanted to silence this loud praise
and worship gathering. So they said to Jesus, “Rebuke your disciples.” I love Jesus’s response when He said,
“I tell you, if these were silent, the very stones would cry out.” (Luke 19:40) Well, the rocks are crying out loudly
in Israel, and when we go up to Jerusalem, we will see what the rocks are saying as God reveals Himself
through archeology. Soon we will be in Israel worshipping with the rocks! That sounds a little weird,
worshipping with the rocks, but it is super exciting to think of worship from a different perspective. God will
write you and me into His story in a very unique way right there in Jerusalem! Are you getting excited? Let’s
study about Jerusalem!

Bible Application:
1. Read Psalm 132:13-14. Why did the Lord choose Zion for His dwelling place?

2. What did God do with Abraham in Genesis 15:18?

3. Read Genesis 22. In verse 2 God told Abraham, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and
go to the land of _________________, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the
__________________ of which I will tell you.” In verse 4 it says that Abraham ____________________ up
his eyes and saw the place from afar. What did Abraham call this place in verse 14?
“__________________________________________________________”; as it is said to this day, “On the
mount of the Lord it shall be provided.” More than 2,000 years later, Jesus Himself would be provided as
the final, perfect sacrifice.
4. Read 2 Samuel 5:5-16. In verse 7 is says that David captured and took the stronghold of
_______________, that is, the _________ ___ ______________. In 2 Samuel 7 God speaks to David
through the Prophet Nathan, promising a house of worship to the Lord. In verse 12 and 13 who did God
say would build the house in His name and when would this happen?

5. Read 2 Samuel 24:18-25. The City of David is situated down a steep hill, south of Mount
Moriah (Temple Mount). (See map to the right.) David was told by the Prophet Gad to
go ________ and build an altar on the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite. If you
look up from the City of David, you see Mount Moriah! David purchased the threshing
floor on Mount Moriah for how much?
6. The land David purchased was significant. When you read 2 Chronicles 3:1 you find that
David’s son ________________ began to build the _____________ ___ the ___________ in Jerusalem
on ____________ _______________, just as God had prophesied to David.
7. About 1,000 years after David made plans to build the Temple, Jesus was presented at the temple as a
____-year-old. Luke 2:21-26
8. Do you remember that special mountain in the land of Moriah that God asked Abraham to sacrifice his only
son, Isaac? Read Genesis 22:9-14 again. Write out verse 14:

9. Read John 19:17-20. Jesus was the sacrifice God provided on the mountain of the Lord. Where was Jesus
crucified? _______________________________________________________ (verse 17). Verse 20
indicates the place where Jesus was crucified was _________ the city. Golgotha, which is on the mountain
of Moriah, is just outside the northern wall of Jerusalem.
10. God’s timing is always important! Isaiah prophesied in Isaiah 53:9 that Jesus’s grave was made with the
_____________ and with a _____________ man in his death. Read John 19:31-42 to see how this took
place. See, perfect timing! It was almost the Sabbath and the crucified bodies needed to be taken down
soon (Deuteronomy 21:23). Who other than a respected rich man could have been entrusted with the body
of Jesus? It was a perfect plan because the body would be off the cross before the Sabbath and placed in
a secured rich man’s tomb. So the chances of Jesus’s body being stolen would be minimal.
11. In John 19:41 and Matthew 27:57-60 there were many important facts about the place where Jesus was
buried. It was in a ___________________, in the place where He was ___________________; and in a
___________ tomb of a rich man, secured with a great _______________ rolled against the entrance.

Thanksgiving and Praise: Matthew 28:6, “He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place
where he lay.” We will go to this place! Jesus is alive and the rocks are crying out! Let’s listen to what He is
telling us!

Digging Deeper: Watch this 8 minute video about the place where Jesus was crucified and buried. Also
check out Kym’s Blogs, Looking for the Blessed Hope:
More Cool Discoveries at the City of David
Incredible Archaeological Findings at the City of David
Parts of King Solomon's Walls are Being Excavated Today in the City of David
City of David: A Jubilee Discovery...and Today's Significance

Keep looking for blessings!

