2019 EXPERIENCE ISRAEL TOUR
Study Guide 7a: Tel Dan
Historical background: The city of Dan is a northernmost

city of Israel located on the Golan Heights at the base of Mr.
Hermon. The Dan Spring is the largest of four sources flowing
into the Jordan River which emerges next to Tel Dan creating a
paradise. Get ready for an enjoyable walk through this paradise with its lush vegetation, relaxing sounds, and
cool temperatures. It was a Canaanite city at one time known as Laish, and today is identified with a tell known
as Tel Dan or Mound of the Judge. Several archeologic discoveries can be seen in Tel Dan. The temple and
altar built by Jeroboam for idol worship is one we will see while in Israel. Another artifact found is the inscription
for the house of David. This inscription, now housed in the Israel Museum, provides evidence of a dynasty by
the name, House of David. A dynasty is usually named after the founder, which in this case would be David.
This is the oldest artifact confirming King David of the Bible as an historic figure. Excavators of Tel Dan have
also uncovered a city gate made of mud bricks on top of megalithic basalt blocs (pictured below). A megalith is
a large stone that has been used to construct a structure or monument. The gate is estimated to have been
built around 1750 BC. Abraham traveled from Hebron to Dan to rescue his nephew Lot (Genesis 14: 13-16). I
wonder if he walked through this gate?

Bible Application: Let’s dig in to the Word and find out about the history of Dan.
1. The tribe of Dan failed to take the original territory allotted
them, so they captured and moved to the city that was named
________________ at first and then renamed Dan (Judges
18: 27-29).

2. Read 1 Kings 4:25. Scripture refers to all of Israel living in
safety, from ________ even to ___________________ during Solomon’s reign, before the Divided
Kingdom, when altars to false gods were erected in the area.

3. What kind of king should be chosen over Israel (Deuteronomy 17:14-20)? “And he shall not acquire many
_____________ for himself, lest his heart turn away…” Just after Solomon’s reign, the kingdom of Israel
was divided because Solomon turned from the Lord and introduced the worship of false gods into the
nation. Read 1 Kings 11:1–3: “Now King Solomon loved many foreign women, along with the daughter of
Pharaoh: Moabite, Ammonite, Edomite, Sidonian, and Hittite women, 2 from the nations concerning which
the LORD had said to the people of Israel, “You shall not enter into marriage with them, neither shall they
with you, for surely they will turn away your heart after their gods.” Solomon clung to these in love. 3 He had
700 wives, who were princesses, and 300 concubines. And his wives…
____________________________________________________________________________________.

4. To please his foreign wives, Solomon built high places for idol worship. So the Lord said to Solomon,
“Since this has been your practice and you have not kept my covenant and my statutes that I have
commanded you, I will surely _________________________________________________ and will give it
to your servant” (1 Kings 11:6–11).

5. Israel was divided and Rehoboam was given the southern 2 tribes of Israel, which became known as
Judah. Jeroboam received the northern 10 tribes, and during the time of the Divided Kingdom, the north

was called Israel. God appeared to Jeroboam and promised to bless him if he would serve Him (1 Kings
11:38). How will God bless him?

6. Jeroboam was troubled with the idea that his kingdom citizens must travel south from Dan to Jerusalem to
offer sacrifices in the temple. So he created two alternative places of worship, one in Tel Dan and one in
Bethel. He knew that if his people traveled to offer sacrifices in the temple of the LORD at Jerusalem, then
the heart of his people will turn again to their _____________, to Rehoboam king of Judah, and they will kill
him and return to _______________________, king of Judah. (1 Kings 12:25-31).
7. In 1 Kings 13 a prophet confronted Jeroboam and gave him a severe warning from God. What sign was
given to him in verse 3?

8. According to the first few verses in 1 Kings 13, who would be born to the house of David? _____________
9. The sin of Jeroboam became a pattern that the rest of the kings of Israel would follow. Eventually God
judged the 10 northern tribes of Israel and _______________them from out of His ___________. So Israel
was exiled from their own land to ___________________ (2 Kings17:23).
10. Read 2 Kings 22:1-2. Josiah was eight years old when he became king. About ten years later, the Book of
the Law was found in the house of the Lord and read to him. He understood how disobedient the previous
kings before him had been (2 Kings 22:13). In 2 Kings 23:3 Josiah made a ______________________
before the Lord to _________________ after Him and keep His _____________________________.

Thanksgiving and Praise: The worship of false gods at Bethel and Dan became the downfall of the

northern tribes of Israel. False idols can be anything we make more important in our lives than God. I wonder
how things would have been different if Jeroboam had listened to God. Thank you, God for your patience.

Digging Deeper:
•

Check out this wonderful recap of Tel Dan in history.

•

Reread 1 Kings 13:1-10 about what the prophet said would happen to the altars Jeroboam
created, then read 2 Kings 23 to see how that prophecy came to fruition.

Keep looking for blessings!

